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Blessings, Gratitude and Love from Rev. Pat

My Dear People of St. Mary’s

By now, many of you know (or I hope you have heard) that I have accepted a call to serve as
associate rector at St. George’s Church in Laguna Hills. My last Sunday at St. Mary’s will be April 15.

My heart is full of so many conflicting emotions. Words fail me as I feel all the love, the hope, the joy
and the sorrow, difficulties and tears we’ve shared while falling in love with each other. Your
unrestrained love for God, for others, and for me has made me a better priest and St. Mary’s a
wonderful place for ministry.

Rev. Elizabeth has asked me to share with you how this change happened. I'm not entirely sure, as
God’s ways are mysterious, but the “call” to St. George’s began last fall when I felt moved to speak to
Bishop Jon Bruno and ask him about other possibilities for ministry within the diocese.

During my two-month sabbatical while I was in Detroit assisting my family, Bishop Bruno called me.
(I'm happy to report that my sister Janice is improving with home nursing and caregiver assistance
but please keep her in your prayers and thank you again for all your love, support and understanding
during a most difficult time.)

Somewhere in the midst of being pulled out of my own life, in the midst of chaos, illness, ice, snow—
all the physical and spiritual wilderness of Lent, a door opened. I decided to see where it led and to
accept the call to St. George’s. It feels right, a place for team ministry and new experiences.

I remember once seeing an interview with someone who'd had a near-death experience. Through it,
she said she learned the only real treasures we ever have are the souls of others. Well, goodbyes
always feel like a kind of death but I am comforted in knowing I take all of you with me as I go,
feeling strengthened, renewed and ready to serve God’s people in a new way.

I feel loved, supported, joyous at having shared ministry with you. I know God will guide you through
the next phase of your journey and my prayers and love will always be with you. May you always
continue to be an amazing glimpse of God’s kingdom on Earth through your ability to reach out and
welcome others. Blessings always.

Love,
The Rev. Pat McCaughan

It was with sadness that last week I accepted Rev. Pat McCaughan's resignation as Assistant Priest of
St. Mary's. I shall always be grateful for the great devotion with which Rev. Pat shared her gifts with
us during a critical time in St. Mary’s history. We will honor the vacation that belongs to Pat (one
month), which will allow her some rest before she begins her new call. There will also be an
opportunity to make a financial gift to Rev. Pat which will be presented to her on April 157, her last
Sunday with us. My prayers now are for Pat and all of us as we embrace the Holy work of good-bye,
sharing with Pat what she has shared with us and the ways in which we are new people because of the
Christian life we have lived together.

Faithfully,

The Rev. Elizabeth+ Rechter, rector






